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AN ADDRESS TO PROFESSING CHRIS- 
‘TIANS. 


[ Concluded from page 132. } 


BELOVED BRETHREN, 

Having, as I proposed in the 
commencement of this Address, 
endeavored to point out those 
who may be considered as in 
special danger of apostacy from 
the Christian faith, I will now 
proceed, 

II. To suggest some consider- 
ations calculated to excite wus to 
renewed endeavors to press for- 
ward, in the christian course. 

1. Our duty as professing chris- 
tians demandsitofus. It is the 
duty ofalito live holy and blame- 
less lives; to “Set their affec- 
tions on things above ;” and to 
‘“‘ have their conversation in heav- 
en.”  Butit is the special duty 
ofchristians. Tey have avouch- 
edthe Lord Jehovah to be their 
God ; and have solemnly cove- 
nanted to befor him and none 
other. They have professed to 
‘come out from the world and 
to be separate” from its sinful 
practices. They have voluntari- 
ly enrolled their names among 


W 


those, who are, by the sctiptures, 
set as lights inthe world. They 
have * subscribed with their owz 
hands ufito the Lord; and sur- 
named themselves by the name 
of Israel.’”? ‘They belong to the 
number of those, who are declar- 
ed by the Saviour, to be “asa 
city set on ahill, which cannot 
be hid.” And they have pub- 
licly vowed unto the Lord, to 
conduct ina manner becomin 

the high character, which they 
sustain. Theyare bound, there- 
fore, by a twofold cord, to faith- 
fulness and perseverance, in the 
cause of religion. They are 
bound both by duty and by oath. 
And shall these considerations, 
my brethren, have no influence 
upon us? Shall we violently 
burst asunder all these solemni- 
ties ? Can we be bound, neither 
by asense of duty, nora regard 
for truth? Where is our reli- 
gion? Where our integrity? 
Is it of no importance, whether 
we discharge the obligations 
which we are under to our Ma- 
ker—whether we perform the 
vows which we have made to 
him,or not? Surely no ane 
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will undertake to maintain this. 
Letus all then, especially let 
those of us, who have become re. 
miss in duty, and lukewarm in 
eur Christian profession, enter, 
without delay, on a course, which 
duty fo obviously demands.— 
Let us ** awake to righteousness 
and sin not.” . 
2. ‘The honour of God and th 

success of the gospel require it 
ofus. ‘To the great body of 
mankind these are objects of lit- 
tle concern. But they are ob- 
jects, which lie near to the heart 
of the true Christian. God is 
the object, on which his supreme 
affectionis set. ‘To him he looks, 
not only as his Creator and infi- 
wite Benefactor, but also as his 
greatest and best Friend. He 


teels it therefore to be his duty, 
and his privilege to do all in his 
power, to promote his honor and 


glory, in the world. And how 
ean he do this more effectually, 
than by a holy and blameless life, 
and by zeal and perseverance, in 
the cause of religion ? 

Having felt also the condem- 
ning power of sin, and the awful 
canger of the impenitent, he 
must, ifhehas any love to the 
souls cf his fellowmen, any true 
benevolence, feel a strong desire 
for the succe:sof the gospel.— 
And how shall this be advanced 
more,than by the exemplary con- 
versation of those, who have pro- 
fessed toembrace it? Will oth. 
ers be likely to believe and em. 
brace the gospel, if it has no in- 
fluence on those, who have al.- 
ready professed todo this? If 
those, who make no pretentions 
to religion, see that it produces 
no essential change in its profes- 
sors, but that they continue as 
avaricious, as worldly, as sensual, 
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as passionate, as deceitful, as un- 
charitable, as selfish, as they were 
before ;—if they see this, will 


‘they be disposed to think favour- 


ably of it? Will they not, on 
the contrary, be disposed to re- 
gard it with indifference, if not 
with contempt? How impor- 
tant then is it, that Christians 
live ** as the grace of God teach- 
eth !” 

Besides, they are commanded 
tolet their light so shine before 
their fellowmen, that they may 
see their good works, and be thus 
led to glorify their Heavenly 
Father. And can he bea Chris. 
tian, who does not: feel the obli- 
gation of this command? Can 
he be a Christian, who does not 
feel the most sacred regard for 
the honour of God, and the most 
cordial desire for the spread of 
the gospel? Will a faithful ser- 
vant be indifferent, whether the 
best and worthiest of masters 
is honoured, or dishonoured ? 
Will he, who has once tasted and 
seen that the Lord is good, have 
no desire that others should do 
thesame? Itcannotbe. Ifthe 
love of God has ever been shed 
abroad in our hearts, we shall sin- 
cerely and earnestly desire to see 
the gospel spread far and wide. 
But can we reasonably expect 
that this will be the case, if we 
take no painstolive as the gos- 
pel requires? Will not * the 
name of God be blasphemed,” 
and his gospel be brought into 
contempt, among the inreligious, 
throngh us; as Paul said it was, 
in his day, among the gantiles, 
through the high-professing but 
careless-living Jews ? How loud- 
ly does this consideration demand 
of us to * be holy in all manner 
of conversation ?” 

3. A sence of gratitude to our 








God and Saviour demands it of 
us. Are we Christians ? Do we 
profess to believe that God hath 
had mercy upon such guilty and 
micerable creatures as we are -— 
that the Father hath given his on- 
ly Son to suffer and die for us, on 
the cros3? that the Son hath con- 
descended to take upon himself 
the Jaborious and painful office 
of Mediator between an offended 
God and offending creatures ? 
that to accomplish this, he hath 
left the realms of glory, to taber- 
nacle in the flesh ; to lead a life 
of privation and sorrow; and fi- 
nally to die an ignominious and 
agonizing death ? that, by virtue 
of his sufferings and death, a 
door of hope hath been opened 
to our ruinedrace? Do we pro- 
fess to believe that, while, as it 
respects multitudes of the human 
race, all this hath been done in 
vain, we have been the favoured 
objects of the divine mercy? that 
the distinguishing grace of God 
hath made us to difer from oth- 
ers? that, whilst others have been 
passed by and left to perish in 
their sins, the Holy Spirit hath 
been given to us, to convince us 
of sin, and to raise us from a State 
of spiritual death to a state of e- 
ternal life ? that we have been, 
thereby, plucked from the very 
jaws of hell, restored to the favor 
of God, and made heirs to an in- 
corruptible and eternal inheri- 
tance ; toa crown of glory that 
fadeth not away ? And do we owe 
no gratitude for such an unspeak- 

able mercy ; for such inestima- 
ble blessings ? "This cannot—will 
not be maintained,» w then 
are we to manifest our gratitude ? 
Is it to > ma affec- 
tion, in olr own breasts ? Or is 
it to be manifested only by pro- 
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fessions and acknowledgéments ? 
Or is it not rather, whilst these 
are cheerfully and heartily made, 
on all proper occasions, that our 
sincerity is to be tested; by the 
obedience of our lives ? This we 
are expressly taught by the apos- 
tle. ‘“ What, says he, know ye 
not that your body is the temple 
of the Holy Ghost, which is in 
you, which ye have of God, and 
ye are not your own, for ye are 
bought with a price ? therefore 
glorify God, in your body, and 
in your spirit which are Go's. 
What base ingratitude then, do 
we manifest, for redeeming love, 
and saving grace by living as 
we list ! 

4, A regard to our own com- 
fort and happiness, in this life, 
calls upon us to be faithful in du- 
ty, and to use our best endeavors 
to pre:s forward, in the christian 
race. How uncomfortable, my 
brethren, is a state of lukewarm. 
ness, in religion ! What a death- 
like stupor as it respects divine 
things, does it bring upon the 
mind! Whata want of satisfac- 
tion, in duty; nay, what a diein- 
clination to duty, is often felt by 
those, who have fallen into such 
an unhappy declension ! What a 
lifeless round of burdensome 
forms, do the duties of religion 
become, to all such! Besides, 
what a conflict usually takes 
place,in their breats! Whilst they 
are sensible, generally, that they 
have little o1 no love to the duties 
of religion, and of course take 
no pleasure in thm, they are 
conscious that this is aot right, 
and feel condemned, on account 
of it. ‘They are frequently form- 
ing resolutions to repent and re- 
form. But, like “ the morning 
cloud and early dew,” they quick- 
ly vanish and are forgotten.— 
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Thus there exists, in their breast, 
an almost perpetual conflict, be- 
tween a conviction of duty, and 
a love of sin. They have too 
much sense of religious obliga- 
tion remaining, to renounce the 
“form of godliness,” and tco little 
to become the commanding mo- 
tive of their conduct. What en- 
joyment can persons have, in such 
a state of mind as this? But fur- 
ther, there will be seasons, when, 
if such professors are not entirely 
destitute of religion, their back- 
slidings, lukewarmness, and un- 
faithfulness, in duty, will occa- 
sion them the deepest anguish, 
How easily may al) this be avoid- 
ed, and the believing soul enjoy a 
Sweet peace, a happy serenity, a 
spiritual delight, which far ex- 
ceeds all the pleasures of the 
world, by living near te God.— 
What an argument is this for “ a- 
waking out of sleep,” “and giv- 
ing diligence to make our calling 
and election sure.” . 

5. A due regard to the present 
feelings, and spiritual good of our 
brethren and sisters, in the Lord, 
requires this of us. In this re- 
mark, I have particular reference 
to those, who stand in covenant 
relation to uss How unhappy 
will it often make them to see'us 
grow careless and lukewarm, in 
our profession. What anxiety 
and concern will it give them, at 
times, about us, lest we shall have 
received the grace of God in vain. 
Whenever, by some particular act 
or declaration, the badness of our 
spiritual state is manifested, how 
do they fear and tremble for us, 
lest we should finally become op- 
er apostates from the- Christian 
faith ! But, by this cold and stu- 
pid course, we not only wound 
and distress our fellow christians, 
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but do them an essential injury, 
They are imperfect as. well as 
ourselves. They have also great 
remains of indwelling corruption. 
They are not only “ encompas- 
sed with infirmity,” but surroun- 
ded with the temptations of an 
ensnaring world. And aboveall 
they have to encounter the as- 
saults of the cunning adversary 
of souls, who, ‘ as a roaring lion 
walketh about seeking whom he 
may devour.” They, therefore, 
need to be encouraged, and 
strengthened, both by exhorta- 
tion and example. This is a duty 
incumbent on us. But, by the 
course which we are pursuing, we 
are going directly counter to it— 
we are discouraging and weak- 
ening them, instead of encoura- 
ging and strengthening them, at 
least, as far as the influence of 
our example extends. What an 
injury then are we doing them ; 
an injury of the worst kind ; an 
injury to their spiritual, their most 
important interests. It is a vast« 
ly greater detriment to them, 
than to take from them their pro- 
perty, or to rob them of their 
good name. For these injuries 
are confined to the present world, 
which they will soon Jeave ; but 
an injury to their spiritual inter- 
ests will reach beyond the grave, 
and perhaps extend through eter- 
nity. What a solemn considera. 
tion is this ? 

Lastly : Our eternal wellbeing 
is depending. “ If any man draw 
back,” saith the Lord, by the 
mouth of the apostle, ‘* my soul 
shall have no pleasure in him.” 
By this declaration, we are not 
to understand the apostle as teach- 
ing, even by implication, that 
any true saint will ever fall away 
and become a reprobate. This 
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would be contrary to numerous 
declarations of Scripture, and in- 
deed to the whole plan of redemp- 
tion, as therein revealed. But 
as God’s kingdom is a kingdom 
ef means, and he governs his 
moral subjects, by the influence 
of motives, he often sets before 
them the awful consequences of 
apostacy, in order to rouse them 
to exertion to press forward in 
their christian calling. And it 
was on this ground undoubtedly, 
that the apostle Paul, tho’ he had 
the greatest assurance of his own 
salvation, declared that he labor- 
ed to keep his body under, and 
bring it into subjection, lest hav- 
ing preached to others he should 
himself be a cast away. And 
this may not only be the means 
of promoting the spiritual growth 
of real christians, but also the 
means of awakening the attention 
of nominal Christians, and bring- 
ing them toa saving knowledge 
of the truth. 

Besides if we had the cléarest 
evidence, that we had passed from 
death unto life, still diligence and 
zeal, in the Christian cause, would 
neither be unnecessary, nor use- 
less. Itis one of the plainest doc- 
trines of revelation, that we are, 
at last, to be judged and reward- 
ed, according to the characters, 
which we sustain, in thislife. Of 
course the reward, which saints 
will receive, in that day, will be 
in proportion to their spiritual 
attainments here. Every victory 
gained over our spiritual enemies; 
every lust subdued; every new 
attainment in divine things; eve- 
ry effort made, in the cause of 
Zion; every fervent prayer for 
the advaneement of the divine 
glory, and the salvation of souls, 
will add another gem to the 
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crown of glory, - which is laid up 
for all the redeemed, in the heav- 
enly state. Even so trifling a 
charity asa cupof cold water, 
given for Christ’s sake, shall not 
fail of a reward. 

How mighty then, are the mo- 
tives by which we are called up- 
on to press forward, in the Chris- 
tian cause-! Duty, benevolence, 
gratitude; present comfort and 
everlasting happiness, all com- 
bine to urge us on, in this bless- 
ed career. And shall we stiil 
loiter? Shall we still be reluc- 
tant to let go our hold, on earth, 
that we may fasten our hands, on 
heaven? Shall we still sigh for 
the leeks and onions of Egypt? 
Shall we still be slumbering in 
the dust, whilst our fellow crea- 
tures are stumbling over us into 
the bottomless pit ? Shall these 
important considerations have no 
other influence upon us, than 
merely to harden us, and Jull us 
into greater security? If this 
should prove to be the case, there 
is reason to conclude, that we be- 
long to that unhappy number, 
who will finally draw back unto 
perdition. 

Let me conclude this address, 
my brethren, by requesting every 
individual, into whose ‘hands it 
shall fall, to make a personal ap- 
plication of the subject of it to 
himself. Are none of those 
marks, which» have been men- 
tioned as indicating’ that those, 
who were the subjects of them, 
were in danger of apostatizing 
from the Christian faith, appli- 
cableto you? Arenone of you 
unduly engaged after the pos. 
sessions, or criminally conformed 
to the practices of this world ? 
Have none of you become remiss, 
in the duties cf religion? Is 
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family and secret prayer, the 
reading of thé scriptures, and the 
religious instruction of your chil- 
dren and domesticks faithfully 
practised by you? Do you 
punctually and constantly attend 
on the public worship of God, 
not only onthe sabbath, but on 
other occasions, whenever it is in 
your power. Are you invaria- 
bly present, when circumstances 
will permit, at the conferences 
and mote private meetings of the 
church? And do you never suf- 
fer trifling reasons to prevent 
your attendance on these occa- 
sions? Are the duties of reli- 
gion, generally, if not always, 
pleasant and delightful to you? 
Do you hate sin, and watch and 
pray to be delivered from it, and 
shun even the appearance of evil ? 
Have you no doubts and fears 
about your spiritual state; and 
no apprehension least you should 
finally fail of the grace of God? 
Are you sure that you have not 
embraced some fundamental er- 
ror, in religious doctrine; and 
are not therefore erecting your 
spiritaal building on a foundation 
of sand? ‘These are important 
enquiries, and demand an atten- 
tive consideration. Be persuad- 
ed to givethat attention, which 
is due to their importance.— 
Faithfully examine yourselves, 
with respect tothem. Let the 
considerations, which have been 
suggested, by which we ought to 
be excited to press forward, in 
the Christian cause,have their due 
influence upon you, let them arouse 
you from your lethargy, and 
stimulate you to the greatest dili- 
gence, watchfulness and prayer, 
that you may be enabled to 
‘walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called.” Re- 
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member the awful consequences 
of apostacy. Callto mind how 
uncomfortable is a lukewarm 
state, how dishonorable to God—. 
how injurious to the cause of the 
Redeemer—how ruinous to the 
souls of our fellowmen, and 
“‘ awake out of sleep.” And let 
us all * fear, lest a promise being 
left us of entering into his rest, 
any ofus should seem to come 
short of it.”’ 
LUTHER. 
GENESIs xx1tr. 17, 18, 19. 

And the Lord said, shall I hide from 
Abraham that thing whichI do: see- 
ing that Abraham shall surely become 
a great and mighty nation, and all the 
nations of the earth shall be blessed 
in him? For I know him, that he 
will command his children and his 
household after him, and they shall 
keep the way of the Lord to do jus- 
tice and judgment, that the Lord may 
bring upon Abraham that which he 
hath spoken of him. 


This very interesting portion 
ef Scripture instructs us, 

1. That parental fidelity isa 
duty of the first magnitude, and 
highly ‘pleasing in the sight of 
God. 


Abraham wasa man of re- 


markable piety. Of this he had 
given proof by leaving his friends 
and his country, at the call of 
God, and travelling through a 
trackless desert, into a land of 
strangers. In that land he so- 
journed by faith as in a strange 
country, obeying the commands 
of his heavenly father, and look- 
ing for acity, which hath foun- 
dations, whose builder and mak- 
er is God. 

To him God was pleased to 
reveal his gracious covenant, and 
with him and his seed to establish 
it, promising to be a God to him 
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and his seed, and to make of him 
a great and mighty nation, and 
constituting him the father of the 
faithful in every succeeding age. 
These promises were made to 
this good man, with the knowl- 
edge that he would command his 
children and his household after 
him, and, from the passage before 
us, it appears that his so doing 
was necessary to the fulfilment of 
these promises. ‘ Abraham 
shall surely become a great and 
mighty nation, and all the nations 
of the earth shall be blessed in 
him: Forl know him, that he 
will command his children and 
his household after him.”?—— 
“THAT THE LORD MAY BRING 
UPON ABRAHAM THAT WHICH HE 
HATH SPOKEN OF HIM.” This 
fidelity of Abraham is also men- 
tioned as rendering Abraham 
an intimate friend of the Al- 
mighty, to whom he would make 
known thoze purposes, which he 
would not reveal to others. — 
«“ Shall E hide from Abraham, 
that thing which Ido?” As if 
he had said, in as much as [ have 
promised to make of Abraham 
a great nation, and that ali na- 
tions shall be blessed in him, and 
in as much asI know that he 
will perform that in his family, 
which is neces‘ary to the accom- 
plishment of these promises, I 
will treat him as an intimate 
friend. I will not hide from him 
that thing which I do. 

The passace instructs us, 

2. That the religious duties of 
an householder, as such, are not 
confined to his natural offspring. 
They extend to all, who belong 
to his family, and are the compo- 
nent parts of his household. Ma- 
ny seem to imagine that if they 
insirect and govern their own 


children, with respect to religion, 
they do all that is required. 

Their apprentices, servants, or 
whatever other domesticks they 
employ, are left to shift for 
themselves. But so did not 
Abraham. “I know him,’— 
saith God, “that he will come 
mand his children and his houseE- 
HOLD after him.’’ His household? 
Yes his household, waich proba. 
bly consisted of not less than a 
thousand souls : for among them 
he could muster three hundred 
and eighteen males- fit for war, 
all born in his own house; and 
he had others bought with mon- 
ey. Add to these a proportion. 
able number of females, with the 
aged parents, and young chil- 
dren, which might be supposed 
to live inhis family, and the 
whole amount cannot reasonably 
be estimated at less than a thou- 
sand. All this great household 
Abraham would educate for God. 
He would see that they were in- 
structed in the laws and ordinan. 
ces of Jehovah. He would ded- 
icate them to God, and he would 
see that they kept the way of the 
Lord, to do justice and judgment. 
And why not? Are not the 
souls of other members of our 
households, as precious as the 
souls of our children ? And, whe 
will instruct them, who will guide 
them, who will restrain them, if 
we do not ? Householders should 
remember the example of Abra- 
ham. ‘They should remember 
also, that,in no small degree, 
they are responsible for the con-. 
duct of each member of their 
families, and that the care of their 
sculs, no less than the eupply of | 
their bodily wants, is committed 
to them. 

he passage under considera. 
tion instructs us, 
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3. That the fidelity of house- 
holders does not consist merely 
in instructing and advising their 
househclds. It requires also the 
exercise of authority. Abraham 
would not merely teach his nu. 
merous family what their duty 
was, but he would commanp them 
afterhim. He would command 
not his own children only, but 
his household also, after him.— 
Masters of families are required 
then to restrain their children, 
and to correct them if necessary, 
nor to let any selfish feelings of 
tenderness induce them to spare 
the rod. Nor should they allow 
any member of their household to 
set before their children an exam- 
ple of vice. They should insist 
on it, as a thing absolutely indis- 
_ pensable, that all whom they em- 
ploy or entertain in such a way 
as to render them for the time 
being members of their household, 
abstain from all open immorali- 
ties ; reverence the sabbath, and 
attend on the public worship of 
God. These things are necessa- 
ry to the peace and gond order 
of a family. They are necessa- 
ry to prevent children from be- 
ing enticed into the paths of the 
destroyer¢ nor are they less ne- 
cessary to the spiritual and eter- 
nal welfare of the household. 

Again, the passage under con- 
oe instructs us, 

. That there is the highest en- 
adios to householders, as 
such, to be faithful in their duty. 
“I know him” [Abraham] says 
Jehovah, “that He will com. 
mand his children and his house- 
hold after him, AND THEY SHALL 
KEEP+THE WAY OF THE LORD.” 
Their kecping the way of the 
Lord, he declaret, sHALL BE the 
consequence of Abraham’s fideli- 
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ty. We are taught by this, that 
householders may not only hope 
for, but confidently Expect a 
blessing oa their faithful and per- 
severing endeavors to regulate 
their households agreeably to the 
divine commands, They may 
expect that God will second their 
endeavors, by his grace on the 
hearts of their households; so that 
they shall keep the way of the 
Lord, to do justice and judg- 
ment. 

It may be objected, as it some- 
times has been, that the house- 
holds of christians are as bad as 
other people. Were this really 
the case, who can tell but the 
reason is because Christians are 
no more faithful in this branch 
of duty.. Who can tell but that 
God is provoked by the negli- 
gence of parents to leave their 
household not excepting even their 
dear offspring to perish in their 
sins, while from irreligious fami- 
lies he calls numbers from the 
darkness of nature into the king- 
dom of grace. 

‘Train up a ckdd in the way 
he should go and when he is old 
HE WILL NOT DEPART from it.” 
But this implies something more 
than a few slotbful exhortations 
and admonitions. . It implies 
that, by ; 2 application of the 
united force Of INSTRUCTION, 


EXHORTATION, ADMONITION, 
CORRECTION, EXAMPLE AND 


PRAYERS, the child be gotten in- 
to the way he should go, as to 
his external conduct, and, while 
he is under the care of his pareats, 
kept in that wav. 

But says the slothful christian, 
this is impossible. Impossible ? 
Where was the experiment thor- 
oughly tried? Where? In the 
houshold of Abraham. And 
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there it succeeded. He com- 
manded his children and his house- 
hold after him and they kept the 
way of the Lord. Here wasa 
household of a thousand people, 
whose light was darkness com- 
pared with ours under the gospel 
dispensation, fearing God and 
keeping his commandments. A 
household ofa thou-and people, 
who owed their’ piety and their 
happiness, under God to the au- 
thority, the instruction, the ex- 
amples and the prayers of the 
venerable patriarch. Hagar it is 
true treated her mistress with 
disrespect, was punished and fled. 
But God met her and command. 
ed her to return and be submis- 
sive and she returned. Ishmael 
was guilty of mocking, and he 
and his mother, who probably 
countenanced him in his_ wicked- 
ness, were banished from the 
house. Here was thorough 
work. The rest of the house- 
hold would hear and fear and 
take warning not to do the like 
wickedness, nor, in any other 
way, to incur the righteous dis- 
pleature of their ma-ter. Let 
any householder be as faithful as 
Abraham was, and if a blessing 
do not accompany his fidelity, 
there will be some ground for the 
objection. 

But let the experiment first be 
fairly made. There is a golden 
chain of promices extending thro’ 
the book cf God connecting the 
good of children with the faith- 
fulness of parents. And for the 
encouragement of such parents, 
as are endeavoring to discharge 
their duty though sensible they 
fall far short of the fidelity of 
Abraham, let them consider how 
many pious parents, who were 
conscious of great deficiency 
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have received a gracious answer 
to their prayers, and reaped a rich 
reward of their feeble endeavors 
in the conversion of their chil- 
dren. Let them remember too, 
that the greater part of christians 
now on the stage were religious- 
ly educated, had praying parents, 
who endeavored to bring them 
up in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord. 

Let parents and all heads of 
families enquire, whether like 
Abraham they are faithful in 
their houses, The question is 
not whether you come up to the 
model, which Abraham exhibit- 
ed. But do you propose his ex- 
ample to yourselves and endeav- 
or to imitate it. Do you keep 
the way of the Lord, and do you 
command (not merely exhort) 
do you command your children 
and your household after you. 
Do you see to it, that every 
member of your family abstains 
from all openly immoral con- 
duct, and lives, at least external- 
ly, a virtuous life? We cannot 
indeed regulate the heart, but, 
by the help of God, we can in a 
great measure regulate the exter- 
nal conduct of qur famiiies.— 
And, if we are faithful, God will 
both help us and bless our en. 
deavors. We cannot perform 
our duty without his Spirit, but 
he will give his Spirit to them 
that ask him. Our children 
we can instruct, we can ad- 
vise, Wwe can admonish, we 
can command, we can correct; 
and we can restrain them from 
vicious practices. Occasional 
transgressions we may not be 
able to prevent, but habits of 
open iniquity, by that divine 
grace which always attends faith- 
ful endeavors we certainly 
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may prevent. Asto other do- 
miesiics, we can say with good 
David ‘ He that worketh de- 
ceit shall not dwell in mine 
house. He thattelleth lies thall 
not tarry m my = sight.?— 
We can discharge from ont 
employ, we can refuse to 
harbor at members of our fam. 
ilies such persons as are vicious 
and immoral and will set a bad 
example beiore out children. 
Will not parents, serious pa- 
vents at least, awake to their du- 
ty inthis particular? ‘The de- 
plorab'e state of religton and mor- 
als im our land loudly calls ‘for 
the vigorous exertions of those 
parents, who have any regard 
for the everlatting happiness of 
their children to prevent their 
followmg a multitude to do evil ; 
to prevent their contracting hab- 
its of vice ruinous to their bod- 
ves and their soulz. On every 
side spares ate laid for their 
feet. A thousand examples of 
vice are almost continually before 
their eyes. And alas, fhow 
shall it be spoken! } some chil- 
dren have these examples set by 
their own parents. Some there 
are, who view thee things with 
serious concern. O that stich 
might obtain grace to be 
faithtul in their own houses, that 
the spreading plague may not 
destroy us all. 
- Pious parents! consider the 
encouragement you have to be 
faithiul. Gop wiLL BLESs YOUR 
ENDEAVORS. ‘Lhe more you ex- 
ert your.elves the more strength 
you will obtain, Your faithful 
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instructions, admonitions, warn- 
ings, correcttops, will convince 
your children, that you are con. 
cerned for their souls. When 
they are convinced of this, they 
can hardly fail to be concerned 
for themselves. You have the 
highest reason to hope and to ex- 
pect, that your labors will not 
be m vain to your dear children, 
and you know they will not be in 
vain to yourselves. If your chil- 
dren perish after all it willbe a 
secret consolation to have the tese 
timony of a good conscience 
that they did not perish through 
your neglect. But if you are 
faithful they will not perish.— 
Command them after you, as 
Abraham did, and they will keep 
the way of the Lord. O how 
satisfactory will it be to you on 
your dying beds to see your chil- 
dren around you bowing with 
submission to the will of heaven 
and piously commending your 
departing souls toGod! How 
consolatory, should they die be- 
fore you, to see them die in the 
triumph of faith, blessing Gow 
and thanking you with their ex. 
piring breath for your faithful- 
ness to their souls. O how de- 
lightful to meet them in heaven, 
and be hailed by them there, as 
the happy instruments of their 
salvation. What acclamations 
of joy willresound through the 
celestial abodes when parents and 
children shall there meet anc 
unite their songs and their joys 
in celebrating the wonders of 
redeeming love. 
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NARRATIVE OF CAIN AND ABEL, 


Carw and Abel were sons of 
Adam and Eve, the first parents 
of the human race. They were 
doubtless the delight of their pa- 
rents. On them they much de- 
pended, and were ready to say, 
these «ame shall comfort us. 

The occupations of these broth- 
ers were different. Cain wasa 
tiller of the ground, and Abel a 
keeper of sheep. Their tempers 
and dispositions were different.— 
Cain was morose, proud and 
revengeful. He was disobedient 
to his parents, and envious to- 
wards his brother because he was 
more amiable than himself. A- 
bel was amiable in his natural 
temper and disposition, obedient 
to his parents, affectionate to his 
brother and faithful asa friend. 
His natural sweetness of temper 
was improved by his sincere and 
undissembled piety. He loved 
God supremely, and delighted in 
his worship. ‘The parents fondly 
expected much from their first 
born son. At his birth the moth- 
er said, “JT heve gotten a man 
from the Lord.” They might 
naturally flatter themselves that 
he was the promised seed. ‘Their 
expectations respecting Abel were 
less. This appears from his name 
which implies inferiority. 

Cain doubtless felt a superiori- 
ty on account of his birth, and 
the flattering prospect of his pa- 
rents respecting him, ‘These ten- 
ded to feed his pride and encour- 
age those malignant passions 


which im their consequences were 
co awful. When the sacrifice of 
Abel was accepted, and Cain’s 
rejected, he was sullen and an- 
gry. Cain brought, of the fruit 
of the ground, an off ini unto 
the Lord. Abel brought also of 
the fatlings of his fi ck, and of 
the fatthereof. And the Lord 
had respect unto Abel and his 
offering : but unto Cain and his 
offering he had not respect.— 
Cain did not believe in the prome 
ised Saviour, nor come asa hum- 
ble sinner to plead for mercy ;— 
nor bring the sacrifice which fre- 
figured the atonement of Christ. 
He came with a heart unhum- 
bled, impenitent and unbelieving ; 
and was therefore rejected. Abel 
offered his sacrifice in faith in the 
expected Messiah. He came a 

a guilty sinner: imploring mercy ; 
and his sacrifice was expressive 
of humility, sincerity and belief. 
As he thus cought the mercy of 
the new covenant through the 
promised seed, he was accepted. 

Of his acceptance God gave a vis- 
ible token, Qn this account Cain 
was angry and sought revenge 
on his brother who had given him 
no jut cauce of offence. He had 
never been unking, but had al- 
ways treated him with that re. 
pect which was due from a young. 
er to an elder brother. 

Cain saw, that his brother was 
preferred to him. God manifest. 
ed special pleasure in Abel ; and 
the hearts of the parents might 
have been-wor over to him in 
wiew of his amiable conduct, while 
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from the untowardness of Cain 
their affections might, in a meas- 
ure, have been weaned. Had 
Cain been as amiable and pious 
as his brother, he might have re- 
ceived equal favor from God and 
man. But instead of laboring to 
amend, he gave way to sullen 
gtief and malicious complaints. 

On account of this God con. 
descends to reason with him— 
and enquire of him, why he is 
sad. He says, **If thou dost 
well shalt not though be accept- 
ed; butif thou dost not well sin 
lieth at the door.” Here was 
gentle reproof mingled with mer- 
cy, and encouragement to repen- 
tance and new obedience ; anda 
warning against that sin which 
God knew was in his heart, and 
would scon break out without re- 
straint. 

Instead of hearkening to this 
kind admonition, he continues ob- 
stinate and cherishes malevolence 
in his heart. He resolved on the 
death of his brother and sought 
opportunity to effect his malicious 
purpose. Concealing his hatred, 
and with feigned affection, he in- 
vited his brother to take a walx 
with him in the field. Abel, 
with his unsuspecting innocence 
accompanied him thither. His 
heart glowed with affection to his 
brother, and he was willing to 
manifest that affection, by com- 

plying with every reasonable de- 
sire. Perhaps Abel had grieved 
that he had been the cause, tho’ 
the innocent cause, of his broth- 
ei’s anger—-and now, indulging 
the hope that he was reconciled, 
and wishing in every suitable way 
to «anifet his brotherly affec- 
tion, he rejoiced in the proposal. 
Could he entertain the idea that 
his brother had any injurious de- 
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signs? Ie had never contended 
with him; and surely he would 
not fear to wajk in the fields with 
him. 

But Cain resolved on his death 
—and when sufficiently retired 
from the notice of his parents, 
the brother assumed the character 
and aspect of the murderer.— 
Disregarding the ties of brother- 
ly affection, the restraints of pa- 
rental authority and instruction, 
and the command of God, he 
rose upon him with fury and gave 
the fatal blow ! His dying groans 
reached his ears, but did not 
pierce hisunrelenting heart. Cain 
deprived his brother of that life 
which God gave him, and which 
none besides had a right to take 
away. He has murdered him ! 
he fell at his feet a lifeless corpse ! 
Behold him pale in death ! 

This is the first death that ever 
took place in our world. Herve 
is the fruit of the first apostacy. 
Our first parents brought. sin into 
the world, and here is its fruit: 
Cain is the immediate cause of 
this awful desolation. He has 
not killed an enemy that sought 


his life. He has murdered his 
brother. He witnessed his dying 
agonies. He now sees him Iife- 


less. Yet he appears not to re- 
lent for what he has done. In- 
stead of going to his parents and 
to God to confess his sin and 
guilt, he attempts to hide him- 
self and to conceal his crime.— 
But whither shall he fly from him 
who sees all things and has wit- 
nezsed the awful tran‘taction ?>—~ 
The Lord called him. How 
dreadful must have been his voice 
to this wretched fratricide !—— 
«* Where is Abel thy brother ?” 
Instead of confessing his sin and 
supplicating mercy, he adds to - 
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his crime falsehood and _ arro- 
gance. He said, “ I know not. 
Am I my brother’s keeper ?’— 
But vain are his refuges ot lies. 
The charge comes home to bis 
heart. ‘* The voice of thy broth- 
er’s blood crieth unto me from 
the ground.” His conscience 
can no longer sleep; with a 
mind filled with horror and des. 
pair, he hears his sentence from 
the Lord: ‘ And now thou art 
cursed from the earth which hath 
opened her mouth to receive thy 
brother’s blood frem thy hand.— 
When thou tillest the ground, it 
shall not henceforth yield unto 
the her strength. A fugative 
and a vagabond shalt thou be in 
the earth.” Inthe agony of his 
soul, Cain Exclaims, * My pun- 
ishment is greater than I can 
bear.’’ 

From this awful and. affect- 
ing piece or history we learn in 
general, 

i. Theevil of sin. It has pro- 
duced all the contentions and 
murders which have been in the 
world. With sin was introduced 
ail our sorrows. ‘The wars which 
have raged with such violence 
and deluged the earth with hu- 
man blood ; the oppressious which 
have raised to heaven the cry of 
the widow and orphan, are the 
consequences of sin. Sin has 
eclipsed the beauty of this low- 
er creation and made it a howling 
wilderness, a vale of teare. It is 
this which fills our bodies with 
pain and lays our comforts in the 
dust. How should we lament tt 
as the bane of the soul Alling it 
with anguish and leading it down 
to the dark regions of eadiess 
woe! Reader, fly from sin as the 
enemy of your peace, the des- 
troyer of your soul, ‘The longer 
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you live in the indulgence, the 
more you are exposed to the com- 
mission of those acts which will 
embitter all you remaining days 
and enhance your future tor- 
ments. ‘Chink how much it will 
contribute’ to your interest and 
happiness to repent of your sins, 
and obtain the parden of God 
through a glorious Mediator.— 
This will be your greatest securi- 
ty against vice, and tend to es- 
tablish you in a course of viriue 
and piety—and lav tae sure, the 
only foundation of hope and com. 
fort in this state of trial, and of 
immortal glory hereafter. 

2. Particularly we learn the 
evil of indulging an envious iem- 
per. 

Envy isthe nure of mal-vo. 


lences Cain envi d his brother, 
and then grey ma ciou; towards 
him. Env; ws tiie Ty uutul “Curce 


ef much mischief in the world —~ 
He who envies another his wealth 
is in danger cf taking a part oi tt 
either by fraud or force. He wio 
envies another hts good name is 
in danger of indulging hatred 
which may end :1 murder. Let 
young people be ware of this tem- 
per and waichits firt buddings. 
Do you see cthers preferred be- 
fore you on account of their pie- 
ty; their benevolence cr any ex. 
cellencies of characier which en- 
dear them to their friends? Be 
willing that they shonid be pre- 
ferred, and instead of attemptiny 
to diminith thetr virtue siabor to 
iinitate them. 

3. ‘Phe importance of govern. 
ing the temper. “ He thathah 
NO PUie CVE! Dis OWN spITit: Is like 
a city thatis broken down and 
without walls.” Those who 
give way to the indulgerce of 
pa:sionate resentment realer 
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themselves ridiculous in society, 
and provoke God to leave them 
to commit some awful crime 
which wili fix an indelible stigma 
on their character, and eeheut 
repentance consign their souls to 
the fearful perdition of ungodly 
men. 

Had Cain governed his temper 
and suppressed the first motions 
of passion, he might have been 
saved from the awful guilt of im. 
bruing his hands in his brother’s 
biood —-Young people cannot be 
too anxious ypon this point. ‘They 
should begin early. Much may 
be done ‘o sweeten their tempers 
by suitable watchfulness and 
vent prayer. herishing tho:d 
resentments which are kindled in 
the breast by the slightest provo- 
cations will sour the sweetest tem- 
per; but checking them in the 
beginning will tend to subdue 
passion and diffuse sweet serenity 
through the soul. 

4, The awful consequence of 
impenitence. 

‘fhough the crime of Cain wag 
so great asto leave but little 
hope of repentance, yet it was 
not beyond the reach of divine 
mercy. We have, however, no 
account of his penitence, nor 
from any thing we see in him 
have reason to think he did repent. 
His language was the language 
of complaint of his punishment, 
rather than sgrzow for -his-sin, 

Sin unrepented 6£ will destroy 
our comport here, and lead us 
down to cidiless destruction. 

When we read this affecting 
history we are filled with horror ! 

Ve have never been guilty ofa 
similar crime. But we may not 
Hatter ourselves that we are inno- 
cent. li we have wished the 
death cf one of our fellow crea- 
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tures; if we have indulged in 
rash anger, in rettied malice, we 
are indeed guilty inthis re pect. 
This is murder in the heart ; and 
nothing but the restraining grace 
of God has prevented it» break- 
ing out into the open act. 

‘We must repent of the sins of 
the heart as well as the life, or 
we cannot cbtain the favor and 
friend:hip of Gad. denience is 
already given against the impen- 
itent—Indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and apgu'sh must be 
their portion Ged looks on the 
heart, aod he can except no out- 

wim reformation, which the 
es not approve. With- 
enovation of the heart no 
SB xation is laid fur a patient 
Mrinuence in well doing.  Ex- 
ternal reformations are but tem- 
porary, indueed trom motives of 
interest, the alarms of conscience, 
or regard to reputation. When 
these cease to operate the vicious 
propensities which have been re- 
strained will break forth with re- 
doubled violence. 

But when the heart is reform- 
ed; when a new principle is 
there implanted, it is influenced 
by new ard different motiyes — 
Hatred to sin, and love to God 
will bea stronger barrier against 
the attacks of sin, than any per- 

sonal considerations, ‘These, ia- 
stead of laying an unpleasant re- 
Siraint, render vice odious, ang 
the duties of piety congenial to 
the sou}. 

Wou!ld you, reader, be fartified 
against the sin which will ruin 
your character and fiil your soul 
with distress, see that a good 
foundation be laid in a morai 
change of heart, by the sovereign 
power of Ged. Depend not on 
partial reformation ; but see that 





i a ie al gd 
Pg oe Bele ECG. Nok ae 


SARS 


Mg wa Bia dei Deg Meat 
React keg: et 


Maeght 


cae 


tte 


ntact papas 
. 


it be deep and inlaid in the heart. 
Nothing short of this will be suf- 
ficient to guard you against the 
snares which will beset you on all 
sides. Nothing short of this 
will effectually check those in- 
clinations to do evil which are in- 
herent in your natures. But if 
you become the subject of this 
renovation, you have the prom- 


ize of Jehovah Jesus; that you 


shali be kept through faith unto 
salvation. A. 


ON FHE HAPPINESS OF THE DY- 
ING CHRISTIAN. 


INFIDELTITy is not totally blind 
to the advantages of religion. 
A heart, abandoned to every vir- 
tuous principle, sometimes pays 
homage to truth, by the acknowl- 
edgment of its tran:cendent ex: 
cellence. No situation, in which 


piety is exhibited on this side of 


the grave, is mote favorable to 
itstriamph over prejudice, and 
its honcr in view of the world 
than the death bed. ‘The dying 
Christian has extorted from ma- 
ny unsanctified hearts the prayer 
of Baalam ;—Lct me die the death 
of the righteous, and let my last end 
he like bis. 

lf we consider the character, 
the state, and the prospects of the 
¢ood man, at the closing scene of 
life, we may bé& sensible that his 
situation is a happy one. 

He has, ied peculiarly en- 
larged and correct notions of the 
nature of sin. The diseases and 
dissolution of the body, form but 

subordinate part of the curse 
wirinally laid on disobedience ; 
vuteven these serve to illustrate 
‘ts demerit, The ra rolttags of 
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nature in profpect of thé hie. 
strugple ; the anguish of the sep. 
aration between scul and body ” 
and the farewells, that are given 
to surviving friends, teach lessons 
of repentance, which are to be 
learnt no whereelse. It isin 
such circumstances, that the love 
of Christ, and the voluntary suf- 
ferings that were the fruit of it, 
appear most illustrious ; and, of 
course, the guilty infatuation of 
despising the Gospel is most 
ceeply deplored. The sorrow 
thus produced is holy, and insep- 
arably connected with joy of the 
purest kind. 

He has confidence in the pow- 
er and compassion of his Savior. 
He falls asleep—not to lose the 
pleacures of faith,— but that faith 
may be absorbed in vision. If 
he has doubts, they flow only 
from imperfection, and continue 
but for a mement. His faith 
is unconquerable. His eye is 
fixed immovable on Jesus. ‘The 
glories of Immanuel absorb his 
meditations; and he exclaims, 
“Tt ig enough; I goto dwell 
with my Redeemer.” 

Heishumble. He has not the 
labor of looking over past life to 
collect his good deeds, and ar- 
range his virtues, agaiust his ap- 
pearance before his Judge. He 
cheerfully acknowledges, “I am 
less than the least of all saints ;” 
and instead of valuing himself on 
the integrity he has preserved, 
the alms he has dispersed, or the 
external duties of religion, he 
rests all his hopes on sovereign 
mercy, and ascribes glory to Him 
only, to whom it ts due. 

He is patient. If excess of 
pain extort a groan, he answers 
only the demand of nature. But 
while he laments his imperfection, 
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at atime when infidelity vents its 
complaints in imprecations, he 
struggles against a repining spir- 
it, and quictiy endures, as seeing 
Him that is invisible. 

He is resigned. Not my will 
but thine be done, is the language 
of his heart. He submits to death, 
not because he is tired of life: not 
because oppressed with anguish ; 
nor becaure he may now die with 
honor; but because the choice 
of his heavenly Father is his own. 

Consider his state. He is at 
peace with himself. His ac- 
counts are made up. His pas- 
sions are composed. His days 
of mourning are at anend. No 
imaginary rectitude of life; no 
persuasion of his innocence; no 
review of along catalogue of char- 
ities forms the basis of his tran- 
guility; but while conscience 
summons before him his multi- 
plied sins, itis that he may per- 
ceive the efficacy of grace, and 
hear a voice saying to him, Son, 
be of good cheer ; thy sins are for- 
given thee. 

He is at peace with the World. 
His name rises above reproach. 

His character is delivered from 
the pollution attached to it, by 
the calumnies of the envious and 
malicious. No impoverished fam- 
ily rejoices in his exit; no op 
pressed widow, no orphans feel 
their sorrows passing away, with 
the hearse that conveys him to 
the tomb. Involuntary tears de- 
clare the common estimation of 
his worth ; and the grave proves 
a sanctuary to protect his repu- 
tation from the assaults of mal- 
ice. 

He is at peace with God — 
Compared with this, what are all 
the delights of life and health to 
one whore heart is at war with 








bis conscience, and who keeps on 
his steady course to destruction 
in despite of the Spirit of God. 
I repeat it, the believer is at 
peace with God. _— His sins are 
forgiven; the blood of Jesus 
washes away his guilt; and he 
is entitled through grace, and the 
sanctification of the Spirit, to in- 
effable joys. Once he was an a/- 
ien from the commonwealth of I:ra- 
els a servant of the prince of 
darkness. ‘Che wrath of heaven 
hung suspended over him. The 
sword of justice glistened from 
afar, and as it approached, threat- 
ened instant and eternal death.— 
He had no hiding place—no de- 
fence—no hope. Mercy interve- 
ned, and stayed impending ven- 


geance. A time of respite was 


allowed him. He broke his cov- 
enant with death—annulled his 
agreement with hell,—and bound 
himself to the service of God.— 
Now he lies in peace on the bed 
of death. He bids defiance to 
the most powerful enmity, which 
canexist againsthim. He leans 
on the arm of the Lord, and rea- 
lizes the truth of the declaration, 
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on thee. 
Consider his prospects. He 
passes from a state of triaito a 
state of enjoyment ; froin a thea- 
tre of war to a region of peace. 
Before him is deliverance from 
all the broils and fierce conten- 
tions of this nether world; from 
all the dangers and miseries, that 
crowd the path of life. How of- 
ten are we obliged to weep over 
the treachery of friends—or the 
uncertainty of friendship! How 
often are the gayest visions of fan- 
cy transformed into the sad real- 
ities of woe! How often have we 
dreamed of new fovuntains of 
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pleasure, and awaked to taste the 
bitter waters of disappointment ! 
The grave exempts the good man 
from farther participation in these 
evils, A diseased body will no 
longer embitter his intellectual 
vexalion of spirit 
mingle its gallin the cup of his 
joys. Fear will no more drive 
him to the verge of despair, nor 
hope hold out an almost extin- 
guished taper to light-him thro’ 
the dreary apartments of his pris- 
on. 

He is about to be delivered 
from a greater evil still; from 
sin—the prolific parent of all the 
misery inthe universe. Sin tho’ 
often foiled, and partially subdu- 
ed ; though meeting with decid- 
ed and persevering opposition ; 15 
stillthe constant disturber of his 
breast while he lives on earth — 
He is obliged to See it in various 
situations, and contend with it 
under every variety of shape. It 
lurks in everv corner, and fills his 
way to heaven with impediments. 
He earnestly longs fot deliverance 
and death delivers him. 

‘His victory is complete. The 
last words, that vibrate on his 
tongue, declare him conquerer 
over all his enemies. O death 
whereis thy sting ; O grave where 
ty thy victory. Not only victory, 
but triumph awaits him. He 
shall wear a crown that never 
fades. He shall] be enthroned at 
the right hand of Jesus. He shall 
sitin judgment on those that have 
traduced him, and fought against 
the Church ; and when the Judge 
of quick and dead shall say to 
them Depart, he shail respond, 
Alleluia, the Lord God omnipstent 
reigecih. 
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On the Sabbath. 


ON THE SABBATH. NO. Ie 


Introductory Paper. 


In nothing were the Fathers of 
New-England more highly or 
more honorably distinguished, 
than in their eacred regard for 
the Sabbath. Too wise to in- 
dulge the visionary notion, that 
religion, or sound morality, can 
long exist without it, agd too pi- 
ous not to rejoice in its weekly 
return, their first care, when they 
came to this country, was to adopt 
such regulations, as might secure 
at once its blessings and its per- 
petuity. They laid it as the cor- 
ner stone of that noble edifice of 
morals afid religion, which has 
in these latter times been so much 
defaced, and received to many 
rude shocks, from the hands of 
their degenerate sons—an edifice 
the very ruins of which are still 
so magnificent. Justly regard- 
ing the Sabbath as, in a sense, the 
palladium of their infant settle- 
ments, they raised around it a 
strong rampart of wise laws, and 
corstituted some of the best and 
most influential of their number 
its sentinels and guardians. 

Nor did they rest here. Sound 
wisdom and sincere piety were 
no less conspicuous, in the means 
employed by our ancestors to 
perpetuate a reverence for sabbat- 
ical institutions, than in the first 
legal protection of those institu. 
tions. Fully sensible of the 

strength of camp habits, and of 
the potent and abiding influence 
of first impressionson the minds 
of children, they applied them. 
selves with zeal and perseverance 
to the government and instruct- 
ion of the rising gereration. This 
they made a part of their daily 
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business. But the Sabbath was 
more particularly devoted to 
these important objects. Each 
tender twig was bent, almost as 
soon as it began toshoot. Chil. 
dren were taught, both by pre- 
cept and example, to remember 
the Sabbath-day, and in anticipa- 
tion cf its approach, to prepare 
themselves seasonably, to enter 
upon its appropriate duties. In- 
stead of being indulged in their 
childisy sports at home, or aliow- 
ed to range the fields and walk 
the streets, asis but too common 
in our day, they were kept close 
from morning to night ; and were 
notin general allowed to go a- 
broad, or.engare in any vain rec- 
reation, either on the evening pre- 
ceding, or on that succeeding 
God’s holy day. 

Nor was the weekly rest, which 
they were taught to. observe, per- 
mitted to be wasted by them in 
tloth ; nor yet was it devoted to 
what, in_ strictness of speech, are 
termed mere mental improve- 
ments, The grand object of pa- 
tents, in that golden age of New- 
England, was.to instil correct 
moral and religious principles in- 
to the tender minds of their chil- 
dren, and to mend their hearts. — 
In the prosecution of this object, 
they persevered from Sabbath to 
Sabbath, and from year to year. 
To this end the young members 
of almost every family were re- 
quired to commit to memory Se- 
lect portions of Scripture, and ap- 
propriate psalms and hymns, as 
well as the catechisms of Dr. 
Watts, and of the Assembly of 
divines. In the mean time, great 
care was taken to inspire the ris- 
ing generation with such a love 
for public worship, and other re- 
Sigious exercises, that the Sabbath 
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might not be considered as a bur- 
den, but as a delight, the holy of 
the Lord, honorable. It was rea- 
sonable to indulge the hope, that 
a course of religious instruction 
so early begun, so judiciously pur- 
sued, and so powerfully enforced, 
by the general example of heads 
of families, would by the divine 
blessing, produce the happiest 
effects. ‘This hope, if not reaii- 
zed in all its extent was so far an- 
swered, in the conduct of those 


concerning whom it had been in- 
dulged, as to gladden the hearts of 
the pious pilgrims, 


as they de- 
scended to the grave, imploring a 
thousand benedictions upon their 
posterity. 

Ir is certain, from the most 
faithful and candid records of 
those times, that for many years 
after the first settlers were dead, 
things remained, as nearly as 
could be expected, in the state in 
which they left them. 

When at length, innovations 
began to be made, their progress 
was too slow and insidious, at 
first, to excite any considerabie 
alarm. If parents of the third 
and fourth generations, were not 
quite so exact in ‘sanctifying the 
Sabbath, as their fathers had been 
they certainly reverenced it as an 
imstitution of God, the gross proi- 
anation of which would inevitably 
jeopardize the best interests of 
society. If they yielded to their 
children some few indulgencies, 
which they had not received them- 
selves in childhood, their family 
regulations were still such, as 
would be esteemed extremely rig- 
id, by most of the present call 
ations But though the declins 
was: slow, it was sieady, and ai 
length became rapid. ‘The laws 
against Sabbath breaking were 
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Jess and less faithfully executed. 
Occasional travelling upon busi- 
ness and pleasure came in time to 
be winked at, by informing offi- 
cers and magistrates. Each suc- 
ceeding generation took greater 
liberties than the preceding had 
done, and, with some few excep- 
tions hereafter to be mentioned, 
the evil has been increasing to 
this very day. I will not say, 
that the cornerstone is removed 
from its place; though I am 
certain, that it retains but little of 
its ancient beauty: nor that its 
enclosure is wholly taken away ; 
because the laws for its protection 
still retain their place in our stat- 
ute-books. But surely the gen- 
eral inefficiency of these jaws 
must be obvious to every one.— 
We might almost suppose them 
buried under every turnpike road, 
so that the men of this generation 
pursue their gains and their pleas- 
ures, with almost as little inter- 
ruption, as if no divine or hu- 
man laws, requiring the sancti- 
fication of the Sabbath, were now 
in existence. To a most alarm- 
ing extent has light and vain con- 
versation usurped the place of 
family prayer, and the ypious in- 
struction of children. “Voyages, 
travels, news-papers and novels, 
have gained quiet possession of 
the shelf, which was once occupi- 
ed by sermons, Bibles and cate- 
chisms. Many a closet 18 con- 
verted into a courting-room.— 
The trugal meals of our ancestors 
aw usually prepared on 
Saturday, has given place to 
luxurious dinners, prepared with 
much labor upon the day which 
the Lord had made, and in the 
hours which he calls his own. 
Instead of regularly attending 
public worship, as servanis were 
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once permitted and required to 
do, they may now be found em. 
ployed in their ordinary work, or 
driving their master’s vehicles of 
pleasure. Many persons of high 
rank, and very extensive influ- 
ence, take the lead without he:i- 
tation in violating the laws, and 
setting the mapistracy at defiance. 
So fashionable has it become, es- 
pecially in some of our large 
towns, to make excursions for 
pleasure on the Sabbath, that, if 
Il am not misinformed, all the 
environs are thronged with per- 
sons of every age and of all ranks ; 
a motley multitude of statesmen, 
lawyers, merchants, tradesmen, 
carmen, sailors, pedlars, and men- 
dicants, some on foot, some on 
horse-back, and the rest in stages 
coaches, phaetons, gigs, curricies, 
chaises and every other vehicle 
which fancy has invented. I wish 
I could add, that these and other 
fashionable violations of the 
Lord’s day, are no where preva- 
lent but in and about our princi- 
pal towns. The lamentable fact, 
however, is, that the Sabbath is 
greatly profaned in our small, as 
well as large places; in the 
country as well as the city.— 
This leaven of impiety has been 
fermenting and spreading, till al. 
most the whole lump is leavened. 
While throngs of people are pur- 
suing their business and pleazures 
upon the public roads, multi- 
tudes are sauntering about their 
fields, examining the state of their 
farms, and viewing their cattle 
and sheep, and others are sailing, 
fishing, and taking their pleasure 
on the water. 

Inthe mean time, pretences 
and excuses for engaging in 
manual labor, especially in time 
of getting in hay and harvest, 
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are multiplied to a most alarm- 
ing degree ; anc actual violations 
of the law in this particular have 
become very frequent. Nay, 
instances are not wanting,in which 
fines imposed and collected by a 
regular civil process, have been 
returned to the delinquents, by a 
formal vote in public town meet- 
Ing. 

These practices would give 
great pain toevery pious and re. 
Hecting mind, evenif they were 
confined to what is generally con- 
sidered as the loose and unprin- 
cipled part of the community.— 
But how much severer pain does 
it inflict to perceive, that the 
poison has spread wide even among 
those, who have sworn to execute 
the laws, and that the Church of 
God itself is infected! Painful 
aS is the admission of this etate- 
ment, it is in vain to think any 
fonger of denying or concealing 
the fact, that informing officers, 
justices of the peace, judges of 
courts, and members of our state 
and national legislatures, are fre- 
quently guilty of profaning the 
Sabbath, in allor nearly all the 
ways that have been specified — 
Equally notorious js it, that the 
nares of many professors of re- 
ligion might be enrolled to swell 
the melancholy list. Some even 
go so far, as to maintain, with sin- 
gular confidence, that the Sabbath 
under the Christian dispensation, 
i3 a mere human institution; and 
that the laws. which require its ob- 
servance, infringe the liberty of 
conscience. Among those, who 
consider this notion as unscriptur- 
al, and distinctly foresee the ruin- 
ous consequences which must re. 
sult from its becoming general in 
any community, a considerable 
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practices, which are directly sub- 
versive of the sacred institution 
now under consideration. Iam 
afraid, that but few, of the most 
strict and conscientious among 
us, are fully aware of the broad 
extent of the fourth command. 
I am afraid, that some very wor- 
thy and pious people do things on 
the Sabbath, which they ought 
not todo, and omit things which 
it is their duty to perform. 

A minute investigation of the 
causes, of this wide and sinful 
departure from the principles and 
practice of our ancestors, would 
not comport with the designed 
brevity of this introductory pa- 
per. Some of these causes, how- 
eyer, I shall just mention. 

In the first place, it is well 
known to every person, acquaint- 
ed with the early history of this 
country, that after the first set- 
tlers had established themselves, 
and begun to turn the wilderness 
into a fruitful field, they were fol- 
lowed by adventurers from the 
mother country, who were very 
different from themselves, in all 
their views and habits. These ad- 
yenturers, by mixing with the 
earlier @Migrants, gradually gain- 
ed an influence, with many of the 
young, especially, by which their 
high regard for divine institutions 
was materially weakened. Con- 
sidering what human nature is, 
this single cause, continuing to 
operate from one generation to 
another, would have duced 
very alarming innovate 

But secondly ; our sad degen- 
eracy is probably owing still 
more to the demoralizing influ. 
ence of the several wars, in which 
this country has borne a conspic- 
vous part. Hardly any thing so 
deranges the settled order of things 
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aS war, even in its mildest forms. 
The passing of expresses, the fir- 
ing of alarm guns, the march of 
armies, the transportation of pro. 
visions, clothing and all the mu- 
nitions of war, upon the Sabbath, 
as much asonany other day, must 
unavoidably divert the attention 
of multitudes from the appropri- 
ate duties of holy time, and weak- 
en the sense of obligation to per- 
form these duties. At the same 
time, many are ready to take ad- 
vantage of these things; and un- 
der pretence of public service, or 
without any ptetence at all, to 
pursue their own private interest. 
‘The lamentable effects of our rev- 
olutionary war, in this particular, 
must be distinctly remembered by 
all the aged now living. Ihave 
myself heard numbers of them 
speak of it with the deepest re- 
gret. 

Thirdly ; the unexampled in- 
crease of wealth and luxury in 
New England, since the close of 
the war just mentioned, has had a 
demoralizing influence upon the 
people, and has in this way, con- 
tributed largely to multiply prof- 
anations of the Lord’s day. The 
natural consequence of a sudden 
influx of wealth is, that men for- 
get the God that made them, and 
trample upon his authority. 

But whether the causes, at 
which I have merely hinted in 
passing, be, or be not, the true 
and principal causes of the grad- 
ual and mournful prostration of 
our sabbatical institutions, is not 
very material. It isvastly more 
important, to point out the extent 
and perpetuity of the divine pre- 
cept, on which they are founded ; 
to awaken public attention toa 
subject, which involves the high- 
est temporal acd eternal intere-ts 
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of the present, and of future gen- 
erations ; to inquire whether or 
not an effectual’ measure can be 
devised, to preserve what is left, 
and to regain what has been lost ; 
and, if so, to produce one grand 
and united effort, in this sacred 
cause ; the cause of the church, 
the canse of our country, and the 
cause of posterity. 


Pan. 


ON THE EVIL OF SIN. 


Very inadequate are the views 
generally entertained of the na- 
ture and malignity of sin. How 
often, in the cases of the sick and 
the dying; are acknowledgements 
made of the frequent commission 
of iniquity, utterly unaccompani- 
ed by any impression of its certain 
and dreadful consequences! Yet 
as a right knowledge of this point 
isevidently the first link in the 
chain, the first step towards the 
reception of the mercies of the 
gospel, itis of the greatest im- 
portance to illustrate its nature. 

1. The evil of sin may appear 
then, in the first place, ‘ from 
the numerous obligations it vio- 
lates.’—-We admit that every 
relation in which we stand to oth- 
ers, produces correspondent obli- 
gations, which it is shameful and 
wicked to despise. For example 
are we children ? We are bound to 
the love of our parents. Their pro- 
tection of our infancy, their sup- 
port of our childhood, their care, 
their instruction, their unnumber- 
ed kindnesses and mcessant watch- 
fulness, claim at our hand the re- 
turns of obedience, submission, 
love, reverence, and attention.—- 
Are we servants? ‘The wages 
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we receive, the sustenance we ob- 
tain, call upon us to give back 
industriously to ovr masters the 
fruits of fidelity, honesty, dili- 
gence, and zeal.—Are we the 
offspring of misfortune, early be- 
queathed as orphans to the arms 
of charity, and indebted to the 
tenderness of a benefactor for all 
the comforts we enjoy? His 
voluntary anxiety, and unwearied 
benevolence, ask from us contin- 
ual gratitude, and every pessible 
proof of it, in our conduct thro’ 
life. —Or (‘0 rise from individu- 
al to public relations.) are we 
members of a State, receiving pro- 
tection and deriving benefits from 
its laws, authority, and civil reg- 
ulations? We naturally are re- 
quired to yield back loyalty, obe- 
dience, respect to the king, and 
to the magistrates under his ap- 
ointment. 

All these obligations are plain, 
and intelligible, admitied and 
felt by every one. ‘The breach 
of them is accounted a disgrace, a 
reproach. We abhor, without 
hesitation, an unkind and neglect- 
ful child, a dishonest and slothful 
servant, an ungreatful offender 
against a disinterested benefactor, 
a rebellious subject, a despiser of 
law and good order. We per- 
ceive at once, in their characters, 
something unnatural, unbecoming 
base, and unwoithy ; something 
that outrages our feelings, and 
revolts against our notions of 
what is decent and right. Now 
all thege relations are far more 
than contained in thatin which 
we stand to God. Open the Bi- 
ble, and you wilt observe God 
claiming the titles of a father, a 
master, a husband, a benefactor, 
akings T he breach, therefore, 
of any of his laws must involve 
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the guilt of violating similar ob- 
ligations to those by which we are 
bound ia domestic and social life. 
Thus strikingly do the Scripiures 
speak :—‘* Hear, O heavens : znd 
give ear, O earth; for the Lord 
hath spoken: I have nourished 
and brought up children, and 
they have rebelled against me.””— 
“ Surely as a wife treachcrously 
departeth from*her husband, so 
have ye dealt treacherously with 
me, O house of Israel.” A 
son honoreth his father, and a 
servant his master; if then I 
be a father, where is mine honor? 
And if I be a master, where is 
my fear? Saith the Lord of 
Hosts.” The same guilt, infamy 
and shame, which generally fol- 
lows the contempt of human ties, 
ought therefore to follow the 
contempt of the divine laws, 

But there are atill higher obli- 
gations which bind us to the Al. 
mighty. He is our God, our 
Creator ; we owe the existence 
of our bodies and souls to his will 
and power: we are completely 
dependent on his care; we pos- 
sess nothing which we have not 
received from him. Can, then, 
words express the daring rebellion 
which disobedience to his laws 
implies ? It is the “ rising up of 
the clay against the potter ;”? of 
the creature against the hand by 
which it was created.—But our 
obligations rise yet higher, if 
God’s act of redemption is con- 
sidered. As the mere creatures 
of his power, we are in existence 
only torender service and obedi- 
ence to our Maker; but as his 
redeemed creatures, a8 sinners 
rescued by unremitted and un- 
utterable mercy, we are, in a yet 
more emphatic sense, the proper- 
ty of God. Now we are, indced 
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« no longer our own, but are bo’t 
with a price, that we should glo. 
rify God with our bodies and 
spirits, which are his.”” Do we 
then ask the guilt incurred by of: 
fending God? It is the insult- 
ing Him who unites in his single 
person the venerable characters of 
father, husband, prince & friend ; 
and who invests these characters 
with unimaginable interest and 
awe, by the addition of the ador- 
able names of Creator, Preserver, 
and Redeemer. Whocan meas- 
ure the obligations by which we 
are bound to sucha Being ? And 
who then can measure the crime 
which a violation of thete obliga- 
tions implies? If even in the joy- 
ous serviec of sucha being, the 
angels veil their faces, abashed by 
his purity and majesty, O who 


shall tel] the nature of the deed, — 


when a dependent mortal lifts up 
his feeble and unhallowed arm in 
defiance of the will, and in subver- 
ston and authertty of his God! 

2. 'Theevil of sin may, in the 
next place, be illustrated by tra- 
cing the actual effects it has produced 
in the world.—We are accustomed 
to measure any evil by the quan- 
tity of misery it produces. The 
same standard I wish to use here 
—that is, to shew the malignity 
ofsin by remarking the dreadful 
calamities, public and private, 
which it has preduced in theworld. 
In respect to public or national 
calamities, I am well aware that 
we are too ready to impute them 
to the influence of second causes, 
and to look for their source in 
political errors, and an insufficient 
overnment ; and, therefore, tn- 
stead of noticing those public mis- 
eries and sorrows which have 
come within our own experience 
i would rather refer to thors sim. 
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ilar, but yet more dreadful na- 
tional evils which are recorded in 
Scripture, with this special com- 
ment, written by the finger of 
God, that they were his judg- 
ments on the wickedness of the 
people. Unfold then the book of 
God, and when scarcely we are 
advanced to the history of crea- 
tion, to rejoice, with the first hap- 
py representatives of the human 
race, on the glorious existence to 
which they had been elevated, 
we are compelled to mourn with 
them on its abasement and ruin. 
They transgressed the law of God 
and their punishment immediate- 
ly commenced. They nolonger 
bore the image of God ; they no 
longer beheld that tree ot life, 
which was either the pledge or 
the source of immortality. A 
dark and cheerless cloud over- 
shadowed the future; and the 
sad prophecy, ‘* Dust thou art, 
and to dust shalt thou return,”— 
was but too rapidly verified in 
the murder of one son by the 
hands ef another, Thus Adam’: 
sin—* brought death into the 
world, and allour woe.” Let 
us go forward in the page of 
Scripture, and we perceive that 
ere long the earth became popu- 
lous; andin proportion to ite 
numbers was its wickedness. For 
a hundred and twenty years the 
Divine forbearance was evinced. 
The warnings of Noah were utter- 
ed in vain, At length, God 
made bare his holy arm; _ the 
windows of heaven were opened, 
and the fountains of the deep were 
brokenup. With the exception 
of one family, a whole world was 
blotted from existence, and its 
awful fate is lifted up perhaps to 
the universe, as an eterna! monn. 
menr of the evil of sin, and of the 
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indignation of the Almighty a- 
gainst it. Inthe ruin of Soddom 

and Gomorrah, mark a similar 
_Jesson : fire and brimstone are 
commissioned from heaven to o- 
verwhelm these impenitent cities, 
these daring rebels against the au- 
thority of God. ‘Trace on the 
subject through the whole history 
of the children of Israel ; and in 
the destruction of Corah, in the 
pangsof the people stung by the 
fiery serpents, in the cruel captivi- 
ty and prostration of the whole 
nation at the feet of the king of 
Babylon, behold the proofs of the 
divine vengeance against iniquity. 
Oh, how instructive and how 
touching is the lesson their mel- 
ancholy confessions impart !— 
“© We all dofade asa leaf, and 
our iniquities lixe the wind have 
taken us away ; for thou hast hid 
thy face from us, and consumed 
us for our iniquities. ‘Thy holy 
cities are a wilderness ; Zionisa 
“wilderness; Jerusalem a desola- 
tion; our holv and our beautiful 
house, where our fathers praised 
thee, is burned up with fire ; and 
all our pleasant things are laid 
waste.” 

These facts are recorded for 
our example: and, guided by 
them, we are led to attribute the 
woe, the slaughter, the oppression 
the slavery, the wtetchedness that 
fills the earth, to sin, as their 
dreadful source. Every nation- 
al calamity isthe loud, though 
alas! oft unheard, voice of Ged 
proclaiming that iniquity is the 
ruin of man. 

But if from public we turn to 
the scriptural details of private 
and individual misfortune, the 
same truth will meet our eye.— 
Is Herod struck by the hand of 
God even upop the summit of 
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his throne? Is Nebuchadnezzar 
levelled with the brutes, ‘ tho’ 
exalted as the eagle,and though 
his nest was among the stars 2” 
Does Gehazi, go out from the 
presence of Elisha a leper as white 
as snow ? Do Ananias and Sap- 
phira unite in the same declara- 
tion, and meet in the same grave? 
It is because God’s judgments 
are poured out. It is because, 
“ though hand join in hand, ini- 
quity shall not go unpunished.” 
And is not the misery which 
still sinks the spirit of a man to 
the earth, which attacks him un- 
der the various shapes of disease, 
and poverty, and ‘scorn, and tears 


and death, imputable to the same 


cause? Arenot all these the 
dire effects, the tremendous marks 
of God’s displeasure against the 
ungodliness of men? And even 
upon the penitent, though chang- 
ed by a father’s kindness to the 
gentlest chastisements of love, do 
not these calamities still fall with 
sufficient weight to bow them to 
the dust, when they turn in bitter 
tecollection to the true source 
from whence afflictions spring ? 

5. Vhe nature of sin will be 
depicted in yet more glowing 
colors, if we advert to the misery 
which tt will produce hereafter. 

If the gospel has brought /ife 
and immortality, it has likewise 
brought death andimmortality to 
light. Ithas disclosed the awful 
truth, that, striking and terrific as 
are the traces of divine wrath in 
this world, they are insignificant 
when compared with thore which 
will be manifested in the next.— 
‘The delay of vengeance ought 


not, therefore, to give courage to 
transgressors, who, could they 
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* The dawn of Christ’s last advent, 
long desir’d, 

Would creep into the bowels of the 
hills, 

And flee for safety to the falling 
rocks.” 


The images under which the 
future punishment of iniquity is 
described ase the strongest which 
could be suggested as intelligible 
to human capacity. They are 
taken from the most dreadful 
sources and instruments of pain 
and horror with which we are 
acquainted. The torments 
which finally await the wretched 
offenders who shall reject every 
effort of forbearance, every offer 
of mercy, are compared to the 
gnawing “ worm that dieth not,” 
and “ to the fire which is not 
guenched-” ‘ ‘The wicked shall 
go away” as “ cursed” of God, 
‘¢into everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angeis.”— 
Their immortal souls will be 
eternally banished from God’s 
presence ; will be shut out from 
every joy allotted to the right- 
eous; will partake the full cutse 
of sin, unmitigated by any of its 
former pleasures ; will experience 
that remorse and anguish, and en- 
mity against God, which result 
from conscious guilt and annihi- 
lated hope: .that unutterable 
desolation of soui, which the 
progress of eternal ages will not 
exbaust or diminish. Let then 
the pains of hell evince the ma- 
lignity of sin. 

4. The last consideration which 
I shall offer in confirmation of 
this subject, és the infinite price at 
which a provision for the pardon of 
offenses has been procured. 

Far be tt from meto say what 
the Almighty has effected in 
man’s behalf; whether in any 
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other way than in that which he 
has seen fit to reveal, he could 
have pardoned sin in consistency 
with the perfection of his holiness, 
and the severity of his justice.— 
It is sufficient for us to adoré 
that actual dispensation of grace 
he has disclosed—to admire that 
mercy which the death of his 
Son has permitted him to extend 
to mankind. This awful fact 
seems, however, to teach us, that 
the pardon of sin could be ob- 
tained at no inferior cost; that 
man must suffer through eternal 
years, or the son of God must 
bleed upon the cross. Would 
we then mark the entire maligni- 
ty,the entire heinousness of sin,let 
us turnto Calvary, and collect 
the punishment it merited from 
the sufferings of the Son of God ; 
let us mark his affliction * who 
was bruised for our transgressions 
and wounded for our iniquity :” 
let us mark his body, faintin 
scourged, sweating drops of blood 
pierced with nails, expiring on 
the cross; and his soul ** exceed- 
ingly sorrowful,” ‘ smitten,” 
‘afflicted,’ yea, ‘ forsaken of 
God !” 

Oh, what shall we now think 
of the guilt of tran-gression, 
when this spectacle passes before 
our eyes! What shall be our 
estimate of the evil of sin, when, 
to the innumerable obligations it 
violates, to the judgments it has 
brought into the world, to the 
torments it has yet in store for 
the wicked, this is. added, that it 
could meet no patdon but thro’ 
the sacrifice and passion of the 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
CCA, O08, 
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A Narratice.&e. 


Leetigious SIntetligence. 


A Narrative of the state of religion, 
witlin the bounds of the General ‘1s. 
sem/iy, of the Aresbyterian Church ; 
audof the Generui Association of Con- 
meciicut, of ~Mussachusetis, and of 
the General Convention of Vermont, 
during the last year, 


in reyiewing the dealings of, Divine 
Providemce towards thew churches 
thy past year, the General Assembly 
fave abundant téstimony, that the 
Sing of Zion is the guardian of his peo- 
ple. Every glance discovers. the fin- 
ser of God. In those congregations 
that ate favored with the imstitutions 
of the Gospel, the Assembly are hap- 
fiyto finda respectful, and general 
attention to the preached word: Tho’ 
in a few places, there has been-a_ par- 
tial suspension of ministerial, labours, 
arising from the unhappy-state of some 
congregations on our frontiers ; and 
in others, some defection in the regard 
which has been heretofore paid to the 
cuties of the Sanctuary ; vet there has 
been on the whole, an inereased atten- 
tion to the méans of grace. — 

There is x statetbetaveem that stu- 
pidity, which casts a gloom around 
every prospect, and that excitement, 
which gilds every prospect with hope, 
that characterizes many of our con- 
sregations. En these churches, there 
is no general out-pouring of the Spirit 
of grace; but there is that anxiety to 
hear the preached word, that sclic. 
tude to frequent public and. private as, 
sociations, for prayer, together with: 
some instances of conviction, and more 
6f solenmity, which we venture to hail 
as the earnest of Detter days. 

tn many of our congregations, these 
days of hope have already issued in sea- 
sons of refreshing and joy. The same 
Saviour that took away the hard and 
stouy hearts of the Jews in Babylon, 
and that shed forth his Holy Spiriton 
ihe day of Pentecost, is giving before 
eur eyes, signal exhibitions of his amia- 


ble, sovereignty, and irresistible grace. 
In many places, the people of God 
have been roused from their lethargy ; 
aficcted- with clear views of divine 
things; and animatedwith ardent de- 
sires to promote the interest of, the 
Redeemer’s kingdom, and to see it 
prouwted mthe world. The attention 
of the thoughtless has been powerful- 
Iv arrested. Multitudes have been 
awakened:io a sense of their sinfalness, 
their danger, and their duty; and, ma, 
ny a stout hearted: rebel has been 
brought to bow before. the feet of.a 
crucified Saviour. ‘The Congregations 
that have been eminently favoured 
with these. effusions of mercy are in 
the towns of Pompey and Homer, with- 
in the Presbytery of Onondaga; in 
Utica, Whitesborough and Litchfield, 
within the Presbytery of Oneida; and 
in Hebron, within: the Presbytery of 
Columbia. In several congregations 
within the bounds of. the Jersey Pres- 
bytery in addition to the gleanings of 
an earlier harvest, there have been a 
number of extensive revivals. New- 
Previdence, Morristown, Bloomfield, 


' Orange, Newark, Elizabethtown and 


Connecticut Farms, have been highly 
favoured of God. In Hanover, South 
Hanover and Springfield particularly 
the the right hand of the Lord has been 
truly exalted, withiu the course of the 
past winter. While casting our eyes 
toward this favoured district of country 
where there have beef three extensive 
revivals in éleven years, we remember 
with thankfulness, the years of the righé 
hand, of ‘the Most High, and render 
praise to him whose mercy endureth for- 
every. In Princeton and in Kingston, 
within the bounds of the New Bruns- 
wick Presbytery, we lave also the 
privilege. to state, that there is an in- 
creased attention to religion. We are 
exceedingly happy to hear that God is 
drawing so near one of our principal 
Seminaries of learning: and we in- 
dulge the hope, that he wil! again 
Visit in merey, this favoured. Institu. 
tion. We.have reason to believe, thay 
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vital piety is evideatly rising in influ- 
ence in some parts of Virginia.— 
In Richmond, Petersburgh, F.eder- 
icksburgh, aad particularly Norfolk, 
there have been considerable etfusions 
of the Spirit, though no general revi- 
vals. New churches have been es- 
tablished ; encouraging additions to 
them have been made; and at the 
present time, the prospect is unusually 
animating. In the counties of Alber- 
marle, Culpepper and Madison, very 
considerable attention has been excit- 
ed by the labours of Missionaries.— 
in the congregations of Hawfields and 
Crossroads, within the bounds of the 
Presbytery of Orange, there has also 
been some unusual seriousness. la 
the Presbytery of West Lexington, 
the prevalence of malignant disease 
has been followed by deep sear¢hings 
of heart and anxious cries for mercy. 
And among the blacks in the Presbyt- 
ery of Harmony, we are rejoiced to 
learn there is much solemnity, and 
great engagedness in divine things — 
in some of the aforementioned places, 
the attention to religion seems to be 
at present on the decline, and in others 
it is stilladvancing. ‘The whole scene 
is enough to gladen the heart. The 
risen Redeemer stili has the work of 
salvation in his own hands, and tura- 
eth the hearts of the children of men. 
whithersoever he will, as the rivers. df 
water are turned. 

The subjects ofthese revivals have 
been chiefly from among the youth— 
from the children.of believing parents,; 
and in some places, particularly from 
the youth who have paid punctual and 
respectful regard to catechetical in- 
struction. ‘The general character of 
the work has been such as usually 
marks the genuine operations of the 
Mioly Spirit. Though aot without 
great power of feeling, the subjects 
have been free from the appearance of 
extravagance. The seasons of wor- 
ship have been sacredly still, rather. 
than tumultuously violent. The 
speechless agony of multitudes who 
have been brought to see their sinful- 
ness and their danger, has been more 
the effuctof truth bearing down upon 
the conscience, than that transient 
and violent emotion, excited by nat- 
ural fear, and cherished by animal 
feeling. They have been deeply im- 
pressed with a sense of the infinite 
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majesty and holiness of God,—of the 
spiritualitv, extent, and obligation of 
the divine law, the exceeding sinfulness 
of sin,—the total depravity of the hu- 
man heart,—the necessity of rezenera- 
tion by the almighty power of the Ho- 
ly Spirit—of justification, not dy works, 
but freely by the grace af (od, through 
the redemption that ts tu Christ Jesus— 
the indispensable necessity of ah inter- 
est. in atoning blood, and of that hofi- 
ness without which no man shall see tlie 
Lord. 

The General Assembly are gra‘ified 
to learn that praying societies, estab- 
lished for the special purpose of im. 
ploring the effusion of the Holv Spirit 
upon the Churches; Charitable inst}- 
tutions for the aid of poor and pious 
young men for the gospel ministry, 
and for sending the gospelto the heath- 
en—and societies for the religious ine 
struction of the children in the sub- 
urbs of our cities; have increased in 
number and are widely extending their 
influence. Nor can tiey regard with 
too much gratitude, the heavenly ar- 
dor of many pious families. whose 
weekly associations for prayer, and 
daily exertions in the distribution of 
. Bibles among the poor, show us what 
it isto imitate the example of him 
who went about doiny good. 

The Assembly feel no small satisfae- 
tion, in stating the increase of united 
and vigorous eifert in some portion of 
country within their limits, for the 
advancement of morals. A solicitude 
upon this subject is beginning to be 
felt. The indispensable necessity of 
embodying. the influence of the land in 
favor of religion and morality is be- 
ginning to be felt deeply ; and wecan- 
pot but hope thatsuch a combination 
will be formed; and cannot but be- 
lieve that it willbe greatly success. 
ful. 

During the year past, Bible Societies 
have greatly increased in number and 
utility. Few districts ofour countey 
are now withoutthem. Their influ- 
ence is widely extensive,and incalcula- 
by’ beneficial. Experience has proved 
that no human exertions are so effect- 
ual to harmonize christians, to excite 
religious zeal, to suppress vice and ime 
morality, and to dilfuse light and 
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knowledge, as the gratuitous distribu- 
tion of the Word of Life.* 

The Assembly rejoice, to have it 
in their power to state, that the Great 
Head of the Church, has vouchsafed a 
signal blessing,on the Missionary ef- 
forts of the past year. Forty Mission- 
aries have been employed -the last 
year, whose journals afford the most 
pleasing testimony of thc beneficial 
result of their labors. Several new 
churches have been organized, and 
more have been put into a forming 
state. Many new Churches are grow- 
ing up in the Western parts of Tennes- 
see ; a Missionary Society has lately 
been formed in that State. The call 
for Missionary exertion is loud; and 
the services of our Missionaries have 
been received with emotions of grat- 
itude and joy. 

fn taking a view of the state of re- 
ligion within the bounds of the Assem- 
bly, an-interesting object which arrests 
the attention, is the infant Theologic- 
al Seminary, lately established at 
Princeton. From this Seminary it 
is hoped, that many able and faithful 
labourers will go forth to reap the 
whitening harvest. | The state of this 
Seminary is at once promising and crit- 
ical. .It is under the immediate su- 
perintendance and instruction of twe 
able Professors. who devote their 
whole time, laborious!y to the educa- 








*A circumstance of peculiar inter- 
est to the church, occurred lately in 
one of the Western towns of Virginia. 
“A pious yoting man was employed to 
sell on the day of election, Bibles for 
the Bible Society; who, having dis- 
posed of them, sent for an additional 
quantity. The person who applied for 
them is a pure descendant ef him who 
‘* as a prince had power with God and 
with men and prevailed.” But ke is 
converted to the doctrine of the cross; 
has been baptized in the name of our 
crueified but adored Master; is a 
member of Messiah’s church militant ; 
lives in the faith and hope of ‘the 
truth as it is in Jesus,’’ and adow's 
the doctrine of God our Savior. — Be- 
hold this Jsrae/ite, carrving in the pres- 
ence of a’ vast assembly of citizens 
Stereotype Bibles, and-exerting himseif 
79 increase the dispersion of the word 
af life. The Jew laden with that Gos- 
pel which his Fathers rejected! 
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tion ofthe youth committed to their 
charge. Thenumber of these youth 
has already been as great as twentye 
four ; and if the means of supporting 
the establishment shall be furnished, 
there is the most flattering prospect 
that it will become a fruitful nurse- 
ry for the Church. But unless these 
meanp Shall be furnished speedily and 
liberally, every prospect will becloud- 
ed, and the raised expectations of ma- 
ny of the friends of Zion utterly disap- 
pointed. The Directors of that Sem- 
inary have reported a statement of the 
assistance which has been furnished 
by benevolent associations of females, 
to such ef the Theological students 
as need pecuniary aid, which has sur- 
prised, gratified, and exceedingly re- 
Joiced. their fathers and brethren in 
the church. Let them proceed, and 
abound in these works of pious benev- 
olence, so.worthy of them, and soor- 
namental to our holy religion; and 
let all of both sexes, who witness their 
‘liberality, resolve to go and do like- 
wese. 

In this review we rejoice. Whois 
a God like unto our God, that passeth by 
the transgressions of the remnant of his 
heritage, and will not retain his anger 
JSorever, because ke delighteth in mer- 
cy ! 

But we leave this pleasing prospect. 
We turn with grief from these scenes 
of verdure and delight, to that exten- 
sive waste, where no verdure animates; 
that barren heath, on which there is 
ne dew,nor rainfrom the Lord.  Be- 
tween three.and four hundred of our 
Congregations are’ destitute of the 
stated ministrations ofa preached gos- 
pel. Thousands in this land of vision 
are destroyed for lack of knowledge ;— 
thousands suffering a fumine, not a 
famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, 
but ofhearing the word of the Lora.— 
And even in the midst of gospel priv- 
ileges, we behold very many and very 
large portions of our Church ina state 
of deplorable stupidity. The same 
rain andsunshine that ripen the wheat 
for the garner of the Great Hasband- 
man, appear to be ripening the tares 
for the unguenchable flame. We 
have also too much evidence of awful 
declension among many of the profess- 
ed followers of Jesus Christ. In very 
many of our congregations, the past 
year has been a season of chilling 
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indifference toward divine things. 
Seasons when the people of God were 
animated with fervent zeal for the 
promotion of the divine: glory, have 
given Way to seasons, when the pitia- 
ble attachment to earth, the pursuit 
of lying vanities that cannot profit, une 
happy and needless dissensions, have 
superseded, and almost eradicated the 
once tender solicitude for the accom- 
plishment of God’s gracious des.gns 
in favor of his people. . 0, how sliall 
we speak of that criminal indifference 
toveard the cause, for which, the Babe 
of Bethlehem, was bathed in tears, 
the Son of Goa crimsoned with blood ! 
Jerusalem is almost: forgotten.  Zi- 
on’s fair heritage lies desolate. The 
spirit, the maxims, and the policy, of 
the world, begin in some instances, 
to be intimately interwoven with the 
descipline and policy of the church.— 
The tenderest and the strongest bands 
of union, in some churches, begin to 
be severed. ‘That.noxious weed, the 
spirit of party, while itembitters the 
sweetness, and poisons the life of vital 
godliness, isunnerving the vigor of 
Christian exertion. Connected with 
these foreboding: symptoms, there is 
a melaugholy prevalence of vice and 
immorality. Profane swearing, Intem- 
perance, Sabbath breaking, and other 
immoralities, exist in many places to 
an alarming degree, threatening to 
sap the foundation of our religions and 
Civil institutions. , 
From our brethren in the New-Eng- 
land States we have received very ‘in- 
teresting information. From the Gen- 
eral Association of Connecticut, we 
learn, that numerous revivals of reli- 
zion have taken place in that state the 
past year ; particularly in the city of 
Harttord, in the conzregation of East 
Hartford, Orford, Wethersfeld, Sims- 
bury, Notth Coventry, Litchfield, Mil- 
ton and South Farms. ‘These revi- 
vals have, under God, been occasion- 
ed, and promoted by the preaching of 
the great doctrines of the Rcetorma- 
tion. In some instances, this work of 
divine grace, has been slowly progres- 
sive; in others, sudden and powerful ; 
but in all, silent, deep, and apparent- 
ly genuine. The moral influence of 
this work of grace has been eminent- 
ly salutary, and signully manifested, in 
snususl, and general sulicitued for the 
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suppression of viee, and the promotion 
of morality. m 

From the General Association of 
Massachusetts Proper, we learn that 
the cause of truth, in opposition to 
Socinian and’ Arian errors, ig on the 
whole advancing, though not rapidly. 
A number of revivals of religion have 
taken place im this state, particularly 
in the towns of Gloucester, Lee, Long- 
Meadow and Steckbridge. Some fa- 
vourable appearances, are exhibited 
at Falmouth, and in several places. in 
the western partof the state. The 
number of students in the Theologic- 
al Seminary at Andover, is about six- 
ty. ‘The greater part of the present 
members of Williams College, are pro- 
fessors of religion. Spirited and per- 
severing efforts are likewise here ma: 
king for the reformation of morals. 

From the General Convention of the 
state of Vermont we hear some thinga 
to deplore, and some, that are matter 
ofrejoicing, In those places that are © 
adjacent to the seatof the war there 
has beén an awful defection from good 
morals, and a lamentable ‘imcrease of 
bold and daring vices. A few towns 
have been favoured with special out- 
pouring of the Divine Spirit, particu. 
larly Bridport and Pawlet. Of the 
members of Middlebury College we 
are happy to learn there'are about fif- 
ty who have it in view to devote them- 
sives to the work of the ministry. 

On the whole, the Assembly cannot 
but feel, that the cause of religion and 
morality has been signally advanced 
the past year. | Notwithstanding alt 
the sin and wretchedness of oar world, 
the past year has beena year of joy to 
our churches. ‘he Lord seems to 
havecome out othis place to redeem 
Zion with judgments, and her converte 
with righteousness. While, with one 
hand, he is pulling down strong holds, 
and casting down imaginations; with 
the other, he israising Jerusalem from 
the dust, and clothing her with the 
‘garments of .strength, and salvation. 
‘The same voice that is proclaiming 
the day of vengeance of our God, is al. 
so proclaiming the acceptuble year of 
the Lord. Vhe negitis far .spent, the 
dau is at hand, . The darkness is past. 
Already is the command gone torih 
to the tribes of the wilderiess and the 
Islands of the sea, Arise, shéxe, O 73> 
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on! for thy light ie come, and the glo- 
ry ofthe Lordis Yisen upon thee, and 
the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and 
fings to the brightness of thy rising.— 
It is too latea period, Christians, to 
sit down, and fold your arms in the 
gloom of discouragement and inactiv- 
ity. Yes,itis too late a period. — 
The mountains of ignorance and idol. 
atry will welcome the feet of them that 
publish good tidings; the Wilderness 
of this Western world will blossom 
as the rose; tke altars of the East will 
be overturned; the images of Moloch 
will be broken down, and the only 
question is, whether the work shall be 
performed, and the reward enjoyed 
by others, or by you? O brethren, our 
hearts beat high with hope. Will the 
Lord cast off forever 2? Will hie anger 
smoke against the sheep of his pasture ? 
Arise, O God ! plead thine own cause ! 
Amen. 

Published by order of the General 

Assembly. 
Attest, 
Jacos J. Janeway. Stated Clerk. 
PHILADELPHIA, May 1814. 
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Address Of the Female Society in Bos- 
ton, tothe Femule friends of Zion. 


* Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem,” 
is the injunction of the devout Psalm- 
ist; with the animating promise an- 
nexed, “they shall prosper that love 
her.” WNoris there a duty more es- 
pecially enjoined throughout the sa- 
cred scriptures than that of Prayer.— 
And the priviicge is no less than a du- 
ty. Those who live much in the exer- 
cise, find “‘ itis good for them to draw 
near to God.” But to females the 
privilege is peculiarly invaluable — 
Though destined by the Parent of na- 
ture to fill move retiréd stations in life 
than our brethren, we are nevertheless 
permitted to repair to a throne of 
grace, (and even to unite in a social 
manner) to plead for the salvatiun of 
sinners, and the prosperity of Zion. 

_ It affords us much pleasure, to hear 
from time to time of the constitution 
of Female Societies in various parts 
Oo} the United States, for the purpose 
of Prayer and of aiding Missionary ex- 
srtions. And the Lord, we trust has 
coundcscended 190 use these Institutions 
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as a Mean of exténding the triumphs 
of the cross. 

The mémbers of the ‘“ Boston Fe- 
male Society for Missionary purpe- 
ses,” believing that a more extensive 
and particular knowledge and ac- 
quaintance with those societies of a 
similar nature would be promotive of 
the divine glory and their mutual edi- 
fication, beg leave to address thein 
through this medium. 

Engaged, as we professedly are, 
dear Sisters, in the cause of Gud, and 
the pleasing work of endeavoring to 
admonish the spread of the Gospel ; 
we have thought it would add greatly 
to our happiness, could we be indulged 
the privilege of a correspondence with 
you by letter. We think it would 
have a tendency to cement us togeth- 
erin the bonds of Christian feliow- 
ship, and establish a union never to be 
dissolved. 

We likewise think it desirable, (as 
far as may 6é convenient) that we 
should all hold our meetinys on the 
same day. The idea that many of our 
ilear Sisters, in different places, were 
met at the same time, and engaged in 
the same delightful employment of 
preying down blessings on mankind, 
would tend to strengthen our faith, 
increase eur union, animate our hopes, 
and cheer our prospects. And we 
have every reason to beliéve, that He 
who has promised to be with two or 
three who are met in his name; and 
that if two shall agree in asking any 
thing it shall be done for them ; would 
hear our united supplications, if pre- 
sented in faith. We therefore recom- 
mend it to you collectively, and also 
to our femaie friends whose local situ- 
ation may render it impracticable for 
them to meet together, to set apart 
the first Monday afternoon of every 
month, for solemn prayer to God, for 
the out-pouring of his Holy Spirit; 
a general revival of pure and undefiled 
religion, and a universal spread of the 
Gospel. Particularly that he will 
send forth laborers into the -harvest, 
and crown all institutions, which have 
his glory and the good of souls for 
their object, with his special blessing: 
Should we, beloved Sisters, engage im 
this solemn undertaking with our 
hearts rightly influenced, as the lips 

of eternal truth and faithfuiness have 
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promised ‘that they who sow in tears 
shall reap in joy,” we feel confident it 
will not be long before some part of 
his weary heritage shall experience re- 
freshing showers. Wow do we know 
but the favored period foretold by 
Zechariah is athand? Zech viii. 20, 
21, 22. Vhus saith the Lord of Hosts, 
Tt shall yet come to pass, that there shall 
come people, and the inhabitants of mauy 
cittes : Amd the_inhubitants of one city 
shall go to diother, saying, Let us go 
speedily topruy before the Lord, and to 
seek tie Lord of Hosts; I will go. also. 

Tiough we sincerely wish to avoid 
an ostentatious or pharisaical spirit, 
we honestly confess we are not asha- 
med to acknowledge that we pray, 
that we meet in praying circles, and 
that our teart’s desire and prayer, to. 
God is that Israek may be saved, And 
though we wish ever to preserve our 
places as Females, we cannot view it 
inconsistent with that modesty and 
shame-facedness enjoined by the Apos- 
tle, thus openly to come out on the 
Lord’s side. We have the approba- 
tion of good men of different denomi- 
nations ; we believe angels smile on 


our endeavours to communicate the. 


knowledge of salvation. to those souls 
at’ whose repentance, they rejoice. 
God himself has disposed us to the 
work, and is engaged in our defence ; 
and if He “be for us who can be 
against us??? Though we may mect 
the scoffs of an unthinking world, let. 
this only increase our zeal, for more 
are they that are for us,, than they 
that are for them. And while we 
hear of wars and rumors of wars, and 
gome, even the citizens of eur own 
country are penetrating, into the wil- 
derness with the sound of the trumpet 
and alarm of war: be ours the pleas- 
ing privilege (through the medium of 
the faithful Missionary,) to resound 
those joyful strains which once echo- 
ed through the plains of Galilee,— 
“ Peace onearth: good will towards 
men ”’ 

Dear Sisters, permit us to remark, 
that it will be highly important that 
we not only pray, but that we “ watch 
and be sober”’ That we be careful 
mot to undo at home, what we attempt 
todo abroad; bat that we manifzst 
by. a uniform life and conversation 
that we are pilgrims and strangers on 
the earth, ‘hus. when the Great 
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Shepherd shall appear, we. May have 
confidence, and not be ashamed before 
Him at His coming. 

In behalf of the Society. 

MARY WEBB, See’ry, 

P. 8. Should any of the above Soci. 
eties, concede to the proposals made 
by this, they. will have the goodness 
to communicate the intormation as 
soon as they. have an opportunity of 
conveyanee, free of postage. Letters 
directed to M. W, to the care of Zin. 
coln and Edmands, No. 53, Cornhill, 
Boston, will be received by the Socic. 
ty, and answered when an opportuni. 
tv presents. 

Boston, February 3, 1813, 
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PROGRESS OF RELIGION IN THE 
BAS’. 


( Continued from page 159. } 


“For the use of the Syrian Chris- 
tians, a. Malayalim translation of the 
New-Testament was commenced jn 
the year 1806, under encouragemen’ 
from Colonel Macauley, late resident 
at Travancore, and the superinten- 
dence of Mar Dionysius, bishop of the 
Malabar Syrian church ; and the four 
Gospels have been since printed az 
Bombay. By a letter from the Rev. 
Mr. Martyn, who, in February last, 
made inquivies on the subject at Bom- 


bay, it does not appear that the per-. 


sons employed in making this version 
had proceeded further than the Gos- 
pels; but at Mr. Martyn’s desire, Tin- 
napah Pillah, who was first engaged in 
the translation with Rembar, a casa. 
nar, or priest of the Syrian Church, 
and was afterwards sent to Bomba 
to cdrrect the press, wrote to the bish. 
op, requesting he would order the 
translators to procead in the work wil 
all possible diligence. The Commit- 
tee have since accepted an offer from 
Tinnapah Pillah, to come round him. 
self to Bengal for the purpose of su- 
perintending an edition of 50u0 copies 
Malayalim New-Testament, 
which it has been determined to print, 
at the Serampore press, as soon as the 
requisite preparations can be made for 
it. 

“ ¥¢ is further the intention of the 



































































ee te 























192 Ordinations—Poetry. 


Committee to print a Malayalim ver- 
sion of the New-Testament to be made 
trom the Latin Vulgate, under the su- 
perintendance of the Romish bishop 
of Verapoli, and vicar-general of Mala- 
har, for the use gf the Roman Catholic 
Christians of the Malabar coast, as 
soon aS Circumstances may admit of 
jt. It is understood that the bishop of 
Verapoli has no objection to the cir- 
culation of the Scriptures among the 
Roman Catholic Christians of his dio- 
cese ; and he hadeven sent two priests 
to Bombay, te assist in revising the 
Malayalim Gospels pritited there ; in 
the expectation that one version would 
be sufficient for the whole of the 
Christians conversant with that lan- 
guage. But in consequence of obj. c- 
tions by Father Louis to the transla- 
tion made by members of the Syrian 
church, the two priests returned to 
Malabar. A proof sheet of the work 
was afterwards examined by Padre 
Prospero, the vicar-general of Mala- 
bar, and, as stated in a fetter from 
Col. Macaulay, ‘ it appeared, after all 
the diligence applied by isim, that its 
faithfulness to the text of the Vulgate 
was a subject of surprise.” It may 
theretore still be lioped that the Mai- 
gyalim version of the four Gospels 
printed at Bombay, and intended to be 
reprinted, with the remainder of the 
Mew-Testament, at the Serampore 
press, will be acceptable to many of 
the Roman Catholics, as well as to 
the Syrian Church. At all events, as 
observed by Col. Macaulay, the Mulay- 
alim Scriptures will be ‘joyfully re- 
ceived by the wheie body of the Syri- 
un church. The very circumstance of 
their not passing through the haads of 
apriest of the Church of Rome will 


eminently favor their reception witli 
the Syrian Christians ;’ and as added 
by him, ‘another impression may be 
published at a future period for the 
use of the Roman Catholics under the 
revision of one of their own priests. 


ORDINATIONS. 


The Rev. Daxizu O. Mortor 
was ordained over the Congregational 
church and Society, in Shoreham, on 
Thursday, the 30th instant. 

The Rev. Justin Parsons made the 
introductory prayer; the Rev. Henry 
Davis, D. D, President of Middlebury 
College, preached the Sermon; the 
Rev. Jedediah Bushnell made the con- 
secrating prayer, uniting with Dr. 
Davis and Messrs. Graves and Knap. 
en in the imposition of hands; the 
Rev. Increase Graves gave the charge ; 
the Rev. Thomas A. Merrill gave the 
right hand of fellowship; and the 
Rev Jonathan Hovey made the cons 
cluding prayer. 

On the 6th of July, 1814, was or- 
dained over the Congregational church 
and Society, in Jericho, the Rev. Jo. 
sePH LAaBEREr. The introductory 
prayer was offered by the Rev. Sime- 
on Parmelee; The Sermon was de- 
livered by the Rev. Thomas A. Mer- 
rill; the Rev. Benjamin Wooster 
made the cunsecrating prayer; the 
Rev. Asa Lyon gave the charge ; the 
Rev. Willard Preston expressed the 
fellowship of the churches, and the 
Rey. Daniel Haskel made the conclu- 
ding prayer. 


Loetry. 


LINES. 


Were l toshed asingle tear, 
For each of all my sins, each one, 
Alas! the constant stream, I fear, 
Would Jake some mighty river run. 


Yet all the immeasureable flood, 
Could never wasli one stain away - 
A singie drop of Jesus’ biood 
Cat: make me pure and white as day, 
Pan. 














